Key to Woodland Invertebrates
Use this key to identify the creatures on the ‘Minibeast Hunt’ worksheet.
When you get the hang of it you can use it to identify the creatures that you find in your school grounds or your local wood.
The words in the brackets tell you what your minibeast eats.
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es your invertebrate have legs?

NO YES
Does your invertebrate have a shell? How many legs does your invertebrate have?
I 1
I | T | 1
YES NO MP)NY 14 8 6
Is your invertebrate soft bodied!? . : Flat body |
| 2 pairs of legs on | pair of legs on | Body divided into | body
(plant matter) l I each body segment  each segment OODLOUSE head and abdomen part
YES NO | (decaying plants)
| | [MILLIPEDE  [CENTIPEDE| SPIDER; Short Long
Solid body with saddle Segmented body (plant matter) (insects) (insects) legs legs
|
HARVESTHAN
(plant Matter) (decaying plant matter) (blood) (living & dead insects)
o in ] ve wings?
YES TO
Are the wings visible when the creature is walking or standing? |
Red, brown or black, with 3 body sections Green or black with | body part
NO YES APHID)
| (live plants, creatures and aphid sap) (plant sap)
Hard wing cases Pincers at rear Very long back legs | pair of wings

Long antenna

I

2 pairs of wings
|

r
Short antenna Coloured wings

Transparent wings

(anything organic) (decaying matter) ] 1 |
[CRICKET] [GRASSHOPPER |
(plants) (plants) Club ended Feathered Green, | body part Sr.ripy body Long, delicate, Long, thin, coloured
antenna antenna thin, green
| | l | REENFL DRAGONFLY,
Striped body Metallic, black,  Long thin legs Long thin legs, BUTTERFLY] |[MOTH| (plant sap) Furry Smoo'r.h
hairy legs and body quickly vibrating antenna (nectar) (nectar) (creatures)
| (creatures}

[HOVERFLY] [TRUEFLY]  [CRANEFLY] é’

(anything organic) (liquid and soluble (decaying matter) (creatures) (nectar) {creatures)

organic matter)



